
Funeral homily for Judy Curtin and Carol Cody 

Some of the great filmmakers of the past have often made effective use of light, darkness and shadows in key scenes in 

their works. For instance, in a dimly lit room, a candle is burning on a bed stand near a dying person. A gust of wind 

blows through an open window, and the flickering flame is extinguished, leaving the room in darkness,death follows. 

The eyes of the deceased are closed. Those grieving by his bedside cover his face in a white sheet. Death marks the end 

of his earthly life. 

The directors dramatize death as one of life’s great mysteries. 

In Shakespeare’s great tragedy, Macbeth, the protagonist, Macbeth, muses on the absurdity and brevity of life: 

“Out, out brief candle! Life is but a walking shadow, a poor player,  

That struts and frets his hour upon the stage, and then is heard no more. 

 It is the tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing. 

The Easter Candle burns brightly in our church today. It reminds us of the words of Christ: “I am the light of the world; 

he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life”. The candle burns until the end of the funeral 

mass, signifying the hope of the Resurrection. 

Light is an important subject in Sacred Scripture and the teachings of the Catholic Church.  

Light is an image of God. (“God is light, and there is no darkness in Him”). He dwells in inaccessible light. 

Light is an image of heaven; 

Christ is “God from God, light from Light. (Lumen de Lumine). 

In his sermon on the mount Jesus compares his disciples to light: 

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a mountain cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a candle and put it under a 

bushel basket; it is set on a lampstand, where it gives light to all in the house. Just so, your light must shine before 

others, so that they may see our good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father.” 

Judy and Carol were bearers of the light of Christ. They were mothers, wives, grandmothers and faithful parishioners. 

They will be missed. 

In today’s burial service following the funeral mass, we will offer a prayer that perpetual light shine on the deceased. 

Our hope is that she enters the Divine Presence, and that the Light of Christ shine on her forever. 

 The sublime words of the prophet Isaiah come to mind: “The Lord will be your everlasting light” (Is. 60:19). 

 

 

 

 

 


